[ GUN TEST] :

SRT ARMS SHADOW .308

Desert silencer torture test proves it’s as quiet as an air gun!

By Al Paulson

he new 30 and .338 caliber
SHADOW silencers from SHET
Arms feature just four baffles.
Reducing the number of baf-
fles saves weight and expenss, which
is a particularly good idea due to the
complaxity of the new AZTECH baffla
that's the heart of the SHADOW sys-
tem. I've watched this design evolve
from the first doodles in an enginearing
noteboaok to the final production phase.
The process took years of inspiration
and perspiration, in a manner that
Thomas Alva Edison would have appre-
ciated deep in his bones. The AZTECH
design is historic for its innovative
approach at moving gases at times and
places to maximize energy removal
without adversely affacting accuracy,
and for its unprecedented adaptability
fwhich | cannot talk about until the
patent is filed).

Once the concept was mature and
proven, the challenge became how to
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The .30 caliber SHADOW sup-
pressor from SRT Arms being -
I s shol by designer Doug Mefton.
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produce a sound suppressor based
upaon the ASTECH baffle at anything
resembling an affordable price. This lat-
ter consideration was a kind of double
whammy for SHT Arms, since the com-
pany has established a reputation for
producing excellent products at com-
petitive prices. Let's ses how the
SHADCW stands up to a hands-on tor-
ture test in the Sonoran Desert when
the temperatures soared to 101
degrees Fahrenheit in the shade, and
weapons left in the sun became blister-
ing hot in minutes. If the SHADCOW
worked well under those grueling con-
ditions, then the law enforcement
sharpshooter could have an extra level
of confidence in the sound suppres-
sors parformance undear more normal
conditions.

Silencer Details

Fabricated from stainless steel
alloys, the SHADOW .30 caliber
sllencer is 8 inches long and 1.5 inches

in diameter. It weighs 27 ounces. While
the sound suppressor is available with
gither a 8/16x24 or 5/8x24 threads per
inch (TPl thread mount, | strongly
advise using the 58-inch mount. This is
because when metal is removed from
the outside of a cylinder such as a bar-
rel, the bore expands very slightly but
measurably. Leaving more metal on the
barrel mimimizes this phenomenan and
thereby provides a mora uniform bullet
passage, and a more rigid and robust
suppressor/barral intarface. Whan given
the option of several thread pitches,
always pick the largest one compatible
with your barrel profile. The supprassor
is available in a non-reflective natural
finish or in a flat black Molycote finish
for an extra $20.

When | saw the first sketchas of
what would evolve into the AZTECH
baffle, the initial concept was quite
interesting, but it had some teathing
problems, as initial concepts always

Continued on page 94






